
The 
Countryside 
Code 
Respect Protect Enjoy

Respect other people
l  Consider the local community and  

other people enjoying the outdoors.
l  Leave gates and property as you find  

them and follow paths unless wider  
access is available.

Protect the natural environment
l   Leave no trace of your visit and take  

your litter home.
l  Keep dogs under effective control.

Enjoy the outdoors
l   Plan ahead and be prepared.
l  Follow advice and local signs.

The Legend 
Why the White Hart Link? 
The Blackmore Vale was once known as the  
Vale of the White Hart. Legend has it that a  
white stag that was protected by Henry III was 
killed by a bailiff of Blackmore Forest. He was 
fined and imprisoned and the vale paid a fine  
of White Hart Silver for many years.

The Vision
Developed by a team of volunteers from the vision 
of Janet Swiss (artist and local resident) the White 
Hart Link provides the potential to attract visitors, 
encourage enterprise and engage young people  
in countryside activities. 
Local businesses, heritage 
and art attractions all 
benefit from increased visitor 
numbers. Local communities 
value improved access to the 
countryside and welcome the 
contribution it makes to better 
physical and mental health.

A 50 mile circular walking  
route linking the five towns  

of North Dorset using  
footpaths and quiet lanes.
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WHITE HART 
LINK

We have a rich treasure 
of unspoilt countryside, 
historic sites, wildlife,  
art and quality food.

facebook: www.facebook.com/WhiteHartLink
email: info@whitehartlink.uk
web: www.whitehartlink.uk

The White Hart Link project 
is part-funded by the Dorset 
Community Innovation Fund.
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MAP KEY 
REFERENCE

50 MILE CIRCULAR 
WALKING ROUTE The Route

Gillingham  Shaftesbury 6 miles
Shaftesbury  Blandford Forum 151/2 miles
Blandford Forum  Sturminster Newton  
10 miles
Sturminster Newton  Stalbridge 6 miles
Stalbridge  Gillingham 121/2 miles
(Distances are approximate)

Detailed maps of each section available on

www.whitehartlink.uk

OS Explorer maps (1:25 000)  
covering the route:
l  Yeovil & Sherborne 129
l  Shaftesbury & Cranborne Chase 118
l  Cerne Abbas & Bere Regis 117

White Hart Link 
utilises or links to:
l   Wessex Ridgeway
l   Jubilee Trail
l  Hardy Way
l   Stour Valley Way
l  North Dorset Trailway
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